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Educator gets
lofty insights at
35,000 feet

by Ettie Zilber

Airplane turbulence often
affects me in g philesophical
manner, and on this particu-
lar flight to the Geneva PTC
course, [ was highly moved by
a few articles in, of all places,
an in-flight magazine,

The first article celebrated
the 30th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of the United Na-
tions, IL made mé rellect on
this '94-°95 banner year for the
many peaple celebrating or
commemnrating vither an hn-
vasion, a victory, a defeat or a
liheration. Just this past
April, 1 was involved in help
ing my mother organize a cel-
abration party for Jewish sur-
vivors of the concentration
camps of BEurope. Filty years
have passed since their libera-
tign, and for this party we col-
lected photographs and ere
ated s eollage represeniative
of their legacy - their grand-
chilidren - because 3L wasn't
soiely & celebrotion of e or a
memorial L the past; it was
11 assence a praver for the fu-
ture.

The next article was o short
biography and interview with
Sadoke Oputa, the UN High
Commissioner {or Refupees.
Having been a refugee myself,
I was taken by her lument,

 “Why do some pecple have 1o f

go through se much misery
just because of where they
were hora™ She said that in
order to help overcome some
of the world’s anguish, the or-
dinary citizen can help by
“helping others to help them-
selves” "It sounds so simple,”
1 thought wistfully. How doas
one teach this skill?

The thivd article, as [ was
becoming more dveply en-
meshed in philosophical
musings, was by Andrej
Szezypiorski, who is deseribed
as Poland’s greatest Living lit-
erary figure. He, too, survived
the horrors of WWIT and said
that he believed the “contem-
porary world needs a con-
science mors than a new gen-
eration of computers.” 1 be-
reve that he is saying we piust
teach love, caring, empathy
and morality becnuse without
this there can be no world
worth hving in. His inal mes-
sage thus indicuted o prayer
of optimisms for the future:
“T'he future has ¢ greater
chanee than the past, if only
because the future has yet to
‘be fulfilled”

After landing oo terra fuma
and packing up my Swissair
Guzette, | proceeded Lo be
trained in Currtculum Devel
opment. ] was stuck by the rel-
evance of what 1 had read to

what we were studying at the-

PIC. I firmly believe that as
international edueators and

‘administrators, we have a
great regponsibility to our stu-
dents, many of whom will be
come national leaders and -
fluential agents of change. We
are the ones whao ean impact
the programs in our schools, |
exhort my colleagues to in-
clude the development of “hu-
manity” 1n the “new osut-
comes” of our qurrcula and
school philasophies; this is
truly waorth teaching and
learning. Just think of the
unplications for future perfor-
mance-based assessment!

Etiie Zilber was o teacher ol
AlS Israel.




