At Beijing

By Ettie Zilber

Many international schools offer
their incoming new staff some form
of orientation program (and if they
do not, they should!) As the head
of three successive international
schools, | designed and delivered
unique orientation programs for new
staff. The goal of these orientation
programs is to get newcomers to in-
terface with the school, the city, the
culture... and to bond as a support-
ive cohort.

In Barcelona, Guatemala City, and
Beijing respectively, my faculty were
introduced to the city, the transpor-
tation system, and survival shop-
ping. They also learned about the
culture, history, art, and language of
the country. However the experience
was not passive, not written, nor in
lecture format; rather it included a
variety of active, experiential learn-
ing activities.

And in each country, one activ-
ity in the program has remained the
most memorable, amusing, and in-
teractive: the scavenger hunt.

Each scavenger hunt had a differ-
ent design for each of the cities, cul-
tures, and schools, but incorporated
the same basic elements:

- Participation by new teachers,
their families, and volunteer staff and
students—all with cameras to record

BISS International School,
New Staff Get an “Experiential” Orientation

Lost and delirious, new staff pause for some enlightenment (photo: E. Zilber).

the artifacts, participants, and certain
hilarity.

- Division of the cohort into
teams, depending on total numbers,
with host nationals for translation
and support.

- Design of approximately 15-20
clues and instructions, focusing on
local culture, history, and artifacts,
such as ceramics, jewelry, fruit, lan-
guage, crafts, health accoutrements,
furniture, architecture, traditions,
etc. Explanations of artifacts accom-
pany the clues, as well as vocabulary
in the local language.

- Travel to and from the site with
public transportation, supported by
local staff volunteers who help with
ticket purchases and bus/subway sys-
tem navigation.
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- Distribution of instructions to
each group (varied for each).

- Synthesis and editing of the col-
lected images into a three- to five-
minute video clip with music, to be
presented to returning teachers.

The final presentations, made to
the entire faculty, are always well
received and full of humor. They are
an effective ice-breaker between in-
coming and returning staff. We are
already planning for the next scaven-
ger hunt here at Beijing BISS Interna-
tional School, and encourage you to
plan one for your community too! ()

Visit- our website (http://www.
biss.com.cn) to see our video clips;
| would love to see your versions,
ezilber@biss.com.cn.
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Sutera Harbour Resort is a fully integrated resort comprising luxurious accommodation at The Magellan Sutera (456 rooms and suites),
’ The Pacific Sutera (500 rooms and suites) and Sutera Harbour Marina, Golf & Country Ciub.

Restaurants & Bars
Silk Garden (Chinese Cuisine) * Waves = JUGs (Fun Pub) = Café Boleh (24 hour Coffee House) = Lobby Lounge = Five Sails (Coffee House)
nand's (Italian Fine Dining) = Al Fresco = Tariks Lobby Lounge = Marina Café & Bar = The Terrace = Spice Island (Malay Indian Fine Dining) » Blue Lagoon KTV

Sports & Recreation
2 Ballrooms = 28 Meeting Rooms = 27 Hotel Championship Golf Course with Day and NightGolf = 41-Bay Two-Tiered Covered Driving Range
104-Berth Marina » Mandara Spa = Covered/Outdoor Tennis Courts * Badminton Courts ® Squash Courts = 12-Lane Ten Pin Bowling Centre
2 Kiddies Clubs = 2 Fitness Centres = Olympic-Sized Swimming Pool, Kid's Pool and Fun Pool = 2 Landscape Pools ® Billiards Room
00-Seat Movie Theatre cum Auditorium = Karaoke Lounge = Watersports * Sutera Sanctuary Lodges = North Borneo Railway = North Borneo Yachting



SABAH MALAYSIA
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Sutera Harbour Resort is a fully integra‘i;L resort comprising luxurious accommodation at The Magellan Sutera (456 rooms and suites),
()' The Pacific Sutera (500 joomsfand suites) and Sutel:}\l:lzfzjr Marina, Golf & Country Club.
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-Seat Movie Theatre cum Auditorium = Karaoke Lounge = Watersports = Sutera Sanctuary Lodges = North Borneo Railway = North Borneo Yachting




